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May 16, 2006 Douglas Clarke Johnston, 49, of DeWitt, died Tuesday at
University Hospital after a valiant battle with cancer. Born in Geneva, New York
on June 28, 1956 to Clarke and Geraldine Johnston, Doug grew up in Pittsford,
New York. After graduating in 1978 from Hamilton College, Doug attended the
SUNY at Buffalo Faculty of Law & Jurisprudence, receiving his J.D. in 1981. Doug
joined Mackenzie Hughes as an associate upon graduation and became a partner

in 1989. Doug is survived by his wife of 21 years, Nancy Caple Johnston; and his mother,
Geraldine H. Johnston. Also surviving are his sister-in-law, Elizabeth Riedel (David); and
nephew, Benjamin Wakefield; his aunt, Georgia Anklin; uncle and aunt, Kenneth and
Jacqueline Balch; uncle and aunt, Arthur and Nancy Helmbold; and many beloved cousins.
Doug will be remembered by loving friends from all facets of his life. Involved in many
professional and community organizations and activities too numerous to mention, Doug
was especially fulfilled by his work with the Central New York Jazz Arts Foundation and Park
Central Presbyterian Church. Jazz Central, a center for jazz performance and aficionados in
the CNY area, and the summertime Jazz in the Square festival will be lasting testaments to
Doug's passion for jazz and musical education. The Cultural Resources Council has
recognized these efforts by naming him a recipient of the 2006 Horizon Award for his
significant and dynamic cultural vision. As an ordained elder of Park Central Presbyterian
Church, Doug was as a spiritual leader for his faith community. He was a mentor for young
people and served on the governing board and numerous committees. He will be recalled
with great fondness and esteem by his church community. Doug loved to be active in mind
and body and enjoyed many sports, both as a participant and spectator. Whatever the
season, Doug had a sport to play or a team to follow. He and Nancy also enjoyed traveling,
their summers in the Thousand Islands and their cat, George. Calling hours will be Friday,
May 19, from 4 to 7 p.m. and funeral services will be held Saturday, May 20, at 1 p.m.,
both at Park Central Presbyterian Church, 504 E. Fayette Street, Syracuse, New York.
Interment will follow in Interlaken, New York. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made
to the CNY Jazz Arts Foundation, 441 E. Washington Street, Syracuse, NY 13202, Park
Central Presbyterian Church, 504 E. Fayette Street, Syracuse, NY 13202 or the charity of
your choice. To leave a note of condolence, please visit www.burnsgarfield.com  
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