
 
 
 
CNY jazz organizer dies at 49  
Enthusiast Doug Johnston spent 10 years helping CNY Jazz Arts Foundation.  
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The Central New York jazz scene lost one of its most important behind-the-
scenes figures on Tuesday.  
Doug Johnston died at the age of 49 after a fighting cancer for more than a 
year. He was a lawyer with the Mackenzie Hughes law firm in Syracuse. 
Johnston is survived by his wife, Nancy Caple Johnston.  
Johnston had served on the board of directors of the Central New York Jazz 
Arts Foundation since its inception 10 years ago. He was the secretary and 
executive vice president and became acting president for the last year.  

"He was the person who founded our corporation for us. He was my counsel and programming 
partner, fundraiser and board member extraordinaire," said Larry Luttinger, executive director 
of the foundation. "He was the perfect colleague, the perfect friend andÕ7Johnston Õ the 
perfect board member."  
Luttinger recalled that he started his relationship with Johnston the night after the Central New 
York Jazz Orchestra's premiere concert on Nov. 12, 1996.  
"I actually took the stage and submitted a request for board members," said Luttinger, who 
also plays drums for the jazz orchestra. "The phone rang the next morning, and it was Doug. 
He said, 'If we want this thing bad for Central New York, I want to be part of it.' That was the 
start of the 10-year saga that ended up with an organization that had a festival and owns its 
downtown building."  
Johnston often traveled to New York City as part of his work with Mackenzie Hughes and 
always visited jazz clubs.  
"He would go up to musicians in New York and just start talking to them about our 
organization," Luttinger said. "He developed a real nurturing relationship with Marcus Printup, 
Barbara Morrison, The Bad Plus. As a result, we can call those musicians whenever we need 
help and they'll come through."  
Luttinger said he's planning to honor Johnston during Friday night's concert by the CNYJO at 
the Mulroy Civic Center's Carrier Theater.  
He said jazz orchestra musicians also will "play him out doing the New Orleans thing" at 
funeral services, which have not been finalized, at Park Central Presbyterian Church, 504 E. 
Fayette St., Syracuse.  
Mark Bialczak can be reached at mbialczak@syracuse.com or 470-2175.  


